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“Who’s Responsible if You Slip and 
Fall?”  

Burns and Burns, p.c. is an AV 
Rated Law Firm that represents 
multi-generational families and 
business owners with their 
asset protection, real estate, 
and estate planning needs.    

Personal Injury Issues

Landlord Liability for Tenant’s Injuries 
 

Arizona law sets forth that the standard for 
determining whether a landlord will be 
liable for injuries incurred by a tenant on the 
leased premises as “whether or not the 
landlord acted as a reasonably prudent 
person under the circumstances.”  If it is 
determined that the landlord’s action were 
reasonable and prudent under the 
circumstances, the landlord will not be liable 
for the tenant’s injuries.  Conversely, if the 
landlord’s actions were not reasonable and 
prudent under the circumstances, then the 
landlord can be held liable for the tenant’s 
injuries. 
 
In order to determine whether the landlord 
acted reasonably under the circumstances, 
the landlord must have known about the 
defect that caused the tenant’s injuries.  
Thus, the landlord will generally only be 
held liable for the tenant’s injuries if the 
landlord knew or had reason to know of the 
defect which caused the tenant’s injuries.   
 
EXAMPLE:  if a defective shower in the 
tenant’s bathroom causes the tenant to slip 
and fall and sustain injuries, the landlord 
will only be liable if they knew or had 
reason to know about the defective shower.  
Conversely, if a tenant is injured by slipping 
and the landlord was aware that the floor 
adjacent to the defective shower was 

slippery and there had been prior injuries, 
the landlord would be liable for the tenant’s 
injuries resulting from the slip and fall.   
 
EXAMPLE:  If the defect is located in a 
common area that is under the control of the 
landlord, the landlord has a duty to inspect 
the common area as well as keep the area 
safe.  Thus, a landlord will be responsible 
for an injury suffered by a tenant if the 
landlord didn’t make the common area safe, 
even if the defect was caused by a tenant, so 
long as the injury causing defect could have 
been found by the landlord upon their 
inspection of the property’s common area.   
 

Exception to Landlord Liability for 
Tenant’s Injuries 

 
If the defect or condition that caused the 
tenant’s injury is reasonably discoverable by 
the tenant and the landlord reasonably 
believed the tenant will discover the injury 
causing defect or condition, then the 
landlord has no duty to warn the tenant of 
the defect, unless the landlord has reason to 
believe that the tenant will not understand 
the risk.  Therefore, if the tenant has an 
opportunity to discover the hazard or defect 
on the property, the landlord will not be held 
liable for any injuries suffered to either the 
tenant or the tenant’s guests injured on the 
leased property.    
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Scott F. Burns, Esq. is an Arizona attorney 
whose clientele include professional athletes, 
business owners, and families desirous of 
protecting their personal and professional 
legacies through the use of asset protection 
strategies, estate planning and business 
consulting. 
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Material presented herein are for informational 
purposes only and are not intended to constitute legal 
advice, to be a legal opinion or create an attorney 
client relationship for the reader or any specific person.  
Estate and Tax planning is fact specific and requires 
consultation with a tax or legal advisor before 
undertaking any course of action.    

 


